356        VISIT TO THE CISTERNS OF SOLOMON.
here are all Spaniards, it partakes more of the
style of that nation than of any other, in its
ornaments* It is a small oblong square building,
with three aisles, the central one of which is
crowned by a dome; and the great altar to
which it leads, is adorned by some excellent
pictures of the Spanish- school. One of these,,
representing Zacharias, the father of John, in
his priestly robes before the altar, is particularly
fine, and many of the others are superior to those
generally seen in this country.
In the recess at the end of the aisle on the
right hand, is a smaller altar, and near it a large
stone, caged in a grating, famed for some mira-
culous quality, but I could not learn what,, as
our old conductor mumbled indistinct Spanish,
so that I could scarcely understand one word in
fiye of his discourse.
. At the end of the aisle, on the left,, is the chief
sanctuary of the church, being the grotto in
which it is thought that Elizabeth was delivered
of John the Baptist, to whom the convent is
dedicated. The descent to it is by a flight of
marble steps* and the walls are hung round with
crimson da,mask. The altar itself is ornamented
with beautiful sculpture in white marble; and :
the general appearance of. the recess resembles
that of the Grotto, of the Nativity, at Bethlehem*
b^ing, however, far more beautiful. A fine